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When the "Richmond In By Clon«
Days" first appeared in print It disap¬
pointed the expectations of nomo of our

elderly and well-Informed citizens who
quietly censured the author for not tell¬
ing the story an they knew It. Ills In-
acctirnclcB, they said, were Blaring an,I
Inexcusable; iüh description of the soci u
manners and customs of our people
mostly from hearsay, and far-fetched at
that.
Tlie reminiscent hnd, In anticipation,

possibly, of all such Inconsiderate twad¬
dle, prepared a prefneo to his work set¬
ting forth hi« design.I use his own
words."as a slight memorial of men
und things and events of which thero
.wer«' few, or no records, and which must
sbon pus» Into oblivion If not rescued
by one of the survivors of them"; lie
hoped, therefore, that the unpretending
"character of his little work might disarm
criticism, except rrnin auch literary
prowlers as make their assault on the
weakest that they may be safe from re¬
sistance and retaliation. The weakest.
Bay you, friend Mordocal; nay, the
prowlers assail indifferently the strong¬
est works of nrt as well iim the weakest.
Macauley's "History of England" has
riot escap'd their censure. The review¬
ers of Ida day.English, Scotch irtid
Irish.have picked It to -pieces. "Hin
little better than a romance they tell
us with grave faces and abundant prooTs.
Tie It so. The historian of Kngland did
not write for the closet, but for that
great world of readers whom hcjlcslred
most lo please.
M ,r,le,ors unpretending little work Is

now so conree; that one may go a lorttf
mu) a far way before finding it. Then;
were two editions of It, the first differ¬
ing very HttJo from tho second which ls.
Sued from the Richmond press In 18»7.
The subjects of my reminiscences will

differ In many respects from those mo

charmingly pictured by Mordecal. Ills
reuollcctlon of Richmond and its people
go, n back to the Becond half of tho
eighteenth century, mine to a late stage
of the second quarter of the nineteenth,
so fruitful of invention and discovery.
Supplemental it will bo In so far. as I
um able to make It so.

By-Gone Fashions.
The fashions current threescore and

ten years uro were fast becoming un¬
fashionable when I stepped upon the
scene. The last of tho cocked hats were
worn on gala days by those two veto-
ran» of the Revolution, General Edward
Carrlngton and Major Jas. Gibbon; mil
the last powdered wig I nm able to re¬

member dr-corted the classic head of
Philip Harrison, a distinguished mem¬
ber of a bar which boasted, as It well
might, a Wlskham, a Daniel, a Leigh,
a Johnson and a Stannrd. Other and
as c|iialnt fashion» of dress were to hs
seen at every turn of a street corner,
and at every cotillion of a polite draw¬
ing room.

>¡1-. er buckles were fastened to tho
low-Quartered shoes of dandies and 10

the knees of staid old gentlemen, some
of whom clung to their short trousers

* and yellow-topped boots to as late >i

period as that which signalized the rup¬
tura between tho United States and
Mexico. David Barclay ,a well-known
tobacconist of tho olden time, and Henry
W. Moncurc, a much younger man, may
be said with truth to have died In their
boots. I shall have much to say of these
two worthies hereafter. Tho latter was
the senior member of tho firm of Dun-
lop. Moncure & Co., and was justly re¬

garded In commercial circles as the
father of the Louisiana sugar trade.
Fanciful and curious, and truly pic¬

turesque were certain styles of haber¬
dashery worn by old gentlemen not yet
out of the fashion of a former ago.the
silken stock, close-buttoned to the thront,
yielding reluctantly to the open linen
collar, and the ruffled bosom likewise
to tho vulgar shnrn. Joseph Mayo, one
of our former mayors, displayed the ruf.
fie» In' and out of his little court up to
the sod days of the so-called reconstruc¬
tion of Virginia. He was regarded as
fair game to tho facetious Marshall
Hanna, a reporter at ono time for
Rives Pollard's "Southern Opinion," and
also to Tom Watson, the self-styled pro¬
totype bard who had frequently ap¬
peared before hi« honor as a vagrant.
The epithet chosen by Hanna, and mer¬

cilessly npplled to thç mayor.one of the
ablest tho city has ever had.suggested
the absolute rule and disregard of law
of tho TYCOON OF THE RUFFLED
BOSOM. Watson calumniated him In
verse. One of his couplets here given,
speaks very poorly for the muse who
Inspired him; it Is doggerel simple and
pure, and well fitting ills quality:

"The stars shine In the hollow sky,
But I shine In a doggery."

Tho white and colored proletariat of
Watson's time spouted In secluded dons
his verses "ad nauseam."

1 should not overlook In thl3 slight
sketch thoso admirers of Byron.mostly
lackra-dalslcal youths.who disdaining
tho high stocks and close-fitting cravats
of their elders, exposed their pretty

thront» to tho Indies, und flaunted In -ill
companies the loose nock ties and ex¬

pansivo shirt collars of th« post. Their
Infatuation extended,to others, who con¬
sciously or unconsciously wore to the
day of their death th« negligee shirt
patterns. Ono of theso gentlemen be¬
came, a llttlo after Ihn breaking out of
Ihn Mexican war, u distinguished lender
of the floreo democracy In the lower
branch of the «Federal Congress; the
other Is ntlll remembered by many of
our mlcldl- -aged citizen» a? one of the
brightest ornaments of the Virginia bar.

A. mightier spirit than either of the-
twain above cited had, to all appear-
nnce, submitted to tho Influence and
fascination of tho author of "Chlldo
Harold" and "Manfred." No one whoso
critical acumen Is of th« best can read
the "Raven" without detecting In Its
undertone«, the melancholic despair and
nlnrero scepticism of Cain. Poe, I feel
sure, wore In his youth the broad,
turned-down shirt collar and swinging
necktie. in» swimming all the way
from Mnyo'8 bridge to Warwick, a ella-
tnnco of »Ix or »oven miles, as the river
runs, suggest» very naturally the mus¬
cular feat e>f Byron, who had swam tho
Hellespont from Sestos to Abydos. lie,
too, was n. Greek Ilk« hi» spiritual pro¬
totype, nnd espoused with ardor the
heroic struggle for Independence of the
Greek patriots.
Customs of the Old Slaves.

The most of these customs have be¬
come obsolete, owing probably to the
new lights that have been flashed Into
the eyes with dazzling effect» upon the
brains rf the more ambitious Afro*-
Americans. One of the pastime» for¬
merly nnel frequently Indulged In by our
citizens of sable complexion was the
gamo of cut-Jackets. It took placo usu¬

ally between two draymen, after a saucy,
but good-natured discussion.or shall I
say deputation.a» to which one could
handle his whip more skilfully than the
other.

I have seen two sturdy fellows cutting
Jnckets for upwards of a quarter of an

hour without losing temper or manifest-
Ilng other feeling than that of a mutual
delight. Big welt» would be raised up
under cover of shirt or Jacket by the
Aery lash, which neither opponent seemed
to be aware of. or to feel as lohg as the
delirium lasted. While the whips were

loudly cracking and skilful strokes were
being made by one or tho other, nn ad¬
miring crowd of like sable complexion,
unable to restrain their .pent-up feelings,
would explode In cheers of delight and
vociferous yah-yah-yahs! Neither par¬
tisan In this unique duel of tho whips np-\
pearetl to sufTer a defeat, or to us« a well-

j stumped phrase of tho pugilistic ring, to
I be knocked "down nnd out." When 'twas
I all over, tho lookers-on would deal out
I their compliments to the sweating fel¬
lows so Impartially as to leave the worst-
whipped man well pleased with his own
courago and endurance.
So used wero the blLacks to these rough

encounters as hardly to wince under the
lushes of the law. Ono of theso, after

¡his chastisement, was asked If he wero
badly hurt. "Sho! man," he replied, "I
done cut Jackets befo'!"

"Butting."
Butting, llko cut-Jackets, used to bo

quite common among our slaves. In any,
proposed match between a white man
und a black, one might safely bet his
money on tho latter. The African's
skull, ns savants well know, Is longur,
thicker and less capacious t^inn the
Aryan. The most of his burdens In ttie
olden time wero toted on his head. Thus
provided, he would climb to tho loftiest
step of a ladder with less Concern for hia
own safety than might bo felt by those
who'd view him from below.

I was once a witness o. a butting
match between two stout fellows, who,
coming out of a tobacco .factory, and
seeing tho field clear, ran Into each
other as bulls are wont to do before
locking horns in a deadly embrace The
cracking.of skulls began after the first
rush. Each combatant laid hold of the
other's ears with the gTlp of a steel
vice, nnd every effective butt was fol¬
lowed by a painful, or, triumphant grunt.
I looked for a fatal Issue of the fight,
as they would sometimes loosen holds,
fall back, and come together again with
staggering blows o'ft breast and head, t
observed that they neither boxed when
apart, nor wrestled for advantage when
they clinched. He who appeared to bo
the stronger had his man pinned to the
factory wall so as to place him com¬
pletely in his power. I left tho scene
without doubting who would come out
of tho struggle winner.
Thero are even now, at this lato day,

certain hard-headed fellows who are
not ashamed to own their ability In the
butting match. Major C-., a gallant
Confederate of Mahono's fighting brig-
ado, said to mo one day: "Beforo join¬
ing tho church I was always quick
enough to resent an Insult or to en¬
gage tho first man I met in a shindy.

nnd but him till ho cried, Hold,
enough!" ,

The Pantomime.
The negro rut» an nrti«tlc figure In a

mclo-dratna which Has never boon rep¬
resented on the singe. The playwrights
of our days who present his character
to the public know little of It. Their
plantation Sambos are not our planta¬
tion Sambos; hiero tVavestlcs of which
the negro himself would be ashamed,
Tho old custom I nm about to relate In
brief has long since melted Into air,
Into thin tilr, and Is no longer visibly
practiced, tis I bcllovo, In either the
city or the country.
When two negroes met In the road, or

In the street.supposing them to be old
acquaintances.one unused to th'ir ways
might have beheld a scene In dumb show
the like of which would tusk the art
of the best French pnntomlst to repro¬
duce. With frowning countenances, and
well simulated gestures of defiance, the
two actor» WOUld approach each other
as enemies about to engnge in a mortal
combat. L
One of these, upon getting near cnougn

to iMIver his murderous blows with n»t
or »tlek. or uplifted axe, would pause O

while to observe the attitude of tho
other.If It was as expressive of anger
a» his own, which It would usually be.
Ids t ige would know no bounds; but If
It betokened Instead a craven fear, or

desire to get the start In a wild run for
life.if. In short, the fellow about to be
assailed played his fears ns well as his
'assailant had vented hi» rage, the »cene
would BUddonly ehe«! with cordial vroet-
lng, cîasped hand» and nn ntTeetlonnte
embrace. The Inevitable yah! yah! yah!
that never failed to follow IVIs mock-
horole.il by-play might have been heard
by sensitive ears a quarter of a mile
away.
Whether the vocal organ» of the negro

diTTor materially from those of his Aryan
superiors is a question which I leave to
tho determination of the comparative
anatomist; however It be, I feel sure
that he never laughs the laugh of the
white man, which Is either he! he! he!
or more commonly ha! ha! ha!
Professor Gullllet, who taught French

In the best schools of the city.sixty-odd
years ago.all his sons were In the Con¬
federate army, used to »ay that no ono
with thin lips could pronounce tho whist¬
ling 1J of his countrymen, but the negro
had no difficulty with it. He further
maintained that tho Hat nose and pouched
mouth of tho African fitted him to ex¬
press those pecullur qualities of tone that
belong to tho nasal» of tho French.

The Police.
There was never In all the land a more

orderly and humanely governed city than
Richmond. A fair proof of the law-abid¬
ing character of Its citizen» was seen
in the sm.-illness of its police force. My
own recollection goes back to the years
during which T. Vaughnji, Iiyrd Page.
Clement White and John Pearce served
the city by day. Burrell Jenkins, B. Ma-
gruder. and a baker's dozen of others,
served It by night. The former wore no
uniforms or other Insignia of office, if
we except tho long, stout hickory or"ash
canes which they carried openly, and
used so effectively on those who resisted
the mandates of the law. The latter pa¬
trolled the streets of nights as watchmen
or guards, as they were commonly called.
Their captain was Burrell Jenkins, who
Issued order» and heard cases at the Old
Market station or cage. Tho nlghtwatch
went their rounds In couples, armed with
heavy bill», nnd wearing in bad weather
the long cloak which had not then gono
out of fashion even in the poll to circles
of the town. Tho office of Chief of Po-
llco had not been created; all of tho con-
stabllary force were under tho immediate
orders of the Mayor. The tolling of the
Old Market bell, our curfew, shortly after
dark, gave notice to freedmon and slave»
alike to keep within doors. Tho pass of
their owner or hirer was required by the
watch to protect them from arrest.
During tho Christmas holidays the poor

creatures, hankering after the flesh pots,
fell Into many a trap set for them by
the Mayor's detectives. They could not
resist the temptation of tho carelessly
fastened door or shutter of the store¬
keeper. When caught in tho ejet, or after
tho act of robbing the stores, they wero
lodged in tho cage, and subsequently
given nino and thirty lashes on their baro
backs.a colonial custom, by-Uie-by.
When a rising of the slaves was feared,

secret men weie sent among them to
fathom their designs, and patrols of citi¬
zens wero organized to assist tho authori¬
ties In caso tho outbreak anticipatedshould get beyond their control. Strin¬
gent rules for the discipline of the freed-
man and slave were constantly being en¬
forced. Only limited numbers wero per¬mitted to assemblo at ono time and onoplaco.
Though passes were required as arulo from all who wero in service, thonlghtwatch rarely made a mistake, orwas reproved by their superiors If theyallowod a servant well and favorablyknown to them, or a genteel froedma.n,to pass their beats without arrest. Wick-ham's accomplished servant, RobinBrown, or Capt. BenJ. Shoppard's faith¬ful messenger, Aaron, or one of theyellow barbers of tho typo of tho Fer¬

gusons, might pass as freely at nightthrough the town as another from whom
a pass was not requllred.
Other restraints besldo the pass wero

not deemed to bo harsh even by tho dls-
Ukors of tho old Institution. Tho youth
of elthor box when begged by a domes¬
tic of tho house to write tho pass would
invariably comply with the request. Tho
nlghtwatch might suspect the goodness
of all such paper, but would let It good
naturedly pass without protest.
Though no negro could smoke his pipe

In public places, ho was not hindered
from enjoying it at home, or in tho
pop-shops along with his drams of hot¬
pot. Here he Intermingled with his
oqunls unrestrained by tho espionage of
tho city's constables. Sunday was his
day of rest, which was usually passed
bohlnd the closed doors of.

(To be Continued Next Sunday.)'

Electric Project in Sweden.
In Copenhagen groat Interest Is now

helng taken- In a project for the trans¬
mission of eléotrlo power from Sweden
to Denmark. Like Norway, Sweden
has been termed an "industrial country
of the future," due to Its possession ot
so many w'ator courses and cascades of
.large size, suited for the Installation and
working of olootrlo power stations.' Sev¬
eral establishments of this kind have
already been lnaoourato and many
otherB are planned. A Danish syndl-
cato now proposes to utilizo tho two
largo falls of Mayofos and Katefos, and
to transmit the eloctrlolty .by cable to
the coast of Helslngborg, and thence by
means of a submarine cable, to Ben-
mark via the Oreauud.

is full of attractions for all
who contemplate the purchase j
of Furniture. Superior quali¬
ties and modest prices always
prevail here. Special offerings

'9 in Chamber Suits, Brass Beds,S
Odd Dressers and Washstands. Pianos and Organs
of the best makes.

a
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Low
Prices

JonesBros.& Co,
1418-1420 E. Main Street.

Easy
Terms

lr!: McDougall Kitchen Cabinets.

MAIL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED
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're Are Rushing Goods Out of the Store
As Fast As Thrifty People Can Select 'Em

To-morrow is "Mother's Day," and every boy's mother in Richmond should be here. The entire
boys' Clothing Stock has suffered another Price Reduction. We're determined to clear out every bit
of the fall and winter stock. For a loss of profit NOW, is far better than having them left on our
hands, with the care and expense of carrying them over, and then either have to sell them at a loss or
offer the goods to you as being fresh merchandise.WHICH

This Store Never Did Do or Never Will,
So Now's Your Chance.Don't Miss It.

Boys' $.1.00 and $2.50 Suits, In Fancy Cheviots and
grayí bino or bínele Thibet« nnd Cheviots, n¡ccs C to 17;
also, little follows' sizes, 3 to 10, now $1.08.

Boys' $4.00 and ?3.r>0 Suits, In bluo or. blftck Thl-
bets, grays or fancy Cheviots, nges 0 to 17, now $2.48.

TloyB' $5.00 and $0.00 Suits, now $3.48; In blue
Sergo and Fnncy Worsted; ages (J to 17.

Boys' and Girls' Reefer Coats, In bino and brown
Serge and Covert Cloth. Theso Coats aro finely lined,
cut and fitted, and are trimmed with brans buttons nnd
emblems-on sleeves; they add thnt. always desired stylish
tono to the rest of tho little folks' attire, sizes 3 to 12
(see cut for pattern), now $2.7».

A lot of Strictly All-Wool Gray Cheviot Overcoats,
In tho swell long offocts and belted bncka; a'Cont that
every boy desires; sold at $6.00 each, now $3.48.

Smnli lot Boyn' $0.00 Top Coats, In several striking
.patterns, ngns 14 to 10; choice, $8,08.

Mother's Friend Shirt Waists, 60o and 75c grados*
now ,10c.

Hoys' 75c Pants, now Hoc.
Boys' 60c Pants, now 20c.
Boys' 50 Underwear, extra heavy fleeced, 10o per

garment.
Hoys' $1.00, $1,25 and $1.60 Pants, to olean out, at

00c.

«Julian W. Tyler, Cor. First and Broad St.

THE HOLLY BALL AND THE
FAIR QUEEN.WHO REIGNED

A Custom of High Social Importance on the Northern
Neck of Virginia.

MISS MARIA LOUISE BALL,
Queen of the Holly Ball.

The Holly ball Is a social function of

high Importance, and Is annually held at

Kilmornock, In Lancaster county, and Is

attended by the elite from all the coun¬

ties of the Northern Neck. It Is always
hold 4n tho month of December, and had
Its origin about five years ago. tho tirât
having been Inaugurated by Mr. John A.
Palmer, a leading citizen. It has grown
yearly in social esteem, and the bulles of
tho Northern Ned: assemble in their best

'^queen of the Holly ball Is electo.l
each recurring season, the contestswe

very spirited and tho honor highly cov-

etTwo maids of honor are also chosen

and two malo attendants.
The selection this season 1for Q««n o

"tho Holly realm" was Miss Lou Ball,
of Monaskon, Lancaster county, a fair
»./..oonlv miren. Bes des being a rala-

Uve ^Martha Washington, she is pretty
and accomplilshed and a fine musician.
She is tho second daughter of Mr £ar-
..,. -r-,11 a lawyer, and Mrs. Leila I.

Ball. TAe f.Ur Wen's name is Maria

"Beef And" Man Asked to White
House.

"Johnny" Mechan, the Park Row "beef-
v? .L will hang this Invitation In

h^artmRlai,e^ next fo a fino portrait of

"Big Tim" Sullivan:

..mr'"J^d' MBS ROOSBVBLT. 't
'¦ reciucst the pleasure of your :

! company at a reception In the White :

House on tho evening of «
January 18, '

! 7 to 9:30 o'clock, :
toS

.* MR. ANBMTiS. JOHN T. MEDHJ-N. :

Mr. «Mechan will oocopt tho Invita¬
tion and will tako Mrs. Meehan with
him. He will tako his dress suit, too

which ho has not worn sinco tho last
annual grand ball and reception of the

John T Meolum »association. Iv» Invited
Mr and Mrs. Koosovelt to his reception,
and, although they could not accept,
they reciprocate, now. Mr. and Mrs.

Meehan will go to Washington on tho 1
P M train on Thursday, and, after at¬

tending the Whlto House reception, will
romain at the Capital over Friday. Mr.
Median wishes to visit his frnenda, Sen¬
ators Platt and Depow.
When Mr. Roosovolt was Police Com¬

missioner he got to know "Johnny"
Meohan. As often as Commissioner
Roosevelt was "down-town" waking up
sleepy pollco captains and hunting for
vice that ho might crush it, lie visltod
Moohan'B refectory and regaled himself
with ''ham and" <>r "corned beef and"
or "coffee and sinkers,"
Tho President and Mr, Meohan differ

In politics, but thoy btghly esteem each
other, Mr, Meohan Is a Tnmmany Hall
man to the bottom of tho plattor. Ho
Uves on Mndltion Avenue, and Is worth'
JüOC.OOO. Former Mayor Van Wyck made
him a School Commlsslonoi;, but lio Is
not proud, lie Inherited Ills busplness
ftom his unol«t "Pat" Dolan, una h» liaa.

by the shorter name.
They now live at Midway, formerly tho

home of the lato Hon. A. L. Carter, tho
father of Mrs. Leila T. Ball. Mr. A. L.
Carter was a member of the Virginia
"House when the war bogan In 1801.
Thomas Ball, her grandfather, was a

farmer in Northumberland county and
prominent In tho Masonic fraternity. Dr.
Thomas Ball, a great-grandfathor, one
of her ancestors, was a surgeon In «the
War of 1S12.
Col. Leroy Edwards, another ancestor,

was an officer In the Revolutionary "War
fram 1V76 to 1ÎE3.
She has three sisters and four brothers,

and Is quite a pet In tho family.
Her oldest sister, Miss L. ¿¡enevieve

Ball, was elected queen of the "Holly
realm" a few years ago.
Lieutenant James Ball, an uncle of Miss

Lou Ball, was killed at the second bat¬
tle of Manofisas while leading his com¬

pany In a charge.
Miss Lou Ball has brown hair, dark

eyes, about five and a half feet high, has
a beautiful figure and dances gracefully.

never beon away from his establishment
ono day in thirty-three years. Now he
will break his rule, but only to please a
President and two senators..New York
World.

lank
ooks

Most business men will
need a new set of books

January 1st. Why not start
.the year right by saving
money on this item?
See us.

The Bell Book
and Stationery Co.

914 E. Main St.

The Laziest Man
(An Irish Folk-Lore Tale Retold in Modern Dialect)

By SEUMAS MACMANUS
(Author of "A Lad of tho O'Frlei's," "Donegal Fairy Tales," "In Chimney

Corners," Etc.)

(Copyright, 1905, by Joseph B. Bowles.)

"Lazy castle!" Aye, It's a qu.-iro nani
In truth. An' It's an quaro natured
It's quine namod. It has flood thero no-
ten hundred years, an' If It stood ten hur
died more It would never have anythln
»luarer about It than tho way It got II
name. In them days there was two pau
tlcular kings who owned two kingdom
In Ireland, that lay In to each other
the king of Tirbano an' the king of Tli
kane.an' as was usual with neighbor;
there was alwaj-3 moro or less territor
In disputo atween them; but at this tin;
I tell about there wan a partlcularl
largo fadgo of land held by the king c

Tirkane, an" claimed by the kins or Tl
bane. Now. at tho heel-end of live ai
twenty year3' llhtln', tho king of Tlrkiu:
made a proposal to the king of Tirbane.
"We have been flghtln' llvo an' twent

years now," says he, "un' neither i
us 1* able to overmaster the other. "M
proposal is this: that each of us shotil
search amoii«*; his subjects, an' produi
the three best an' most accomplish«;
men in three different lines of art.nann
ly, our wisest riten, our stupidest me
an' our laziest men.un' sot the thri
pairs of them to prove their abllltlei
an' whichever of our people.yours <
mine.will make the best showln' In th
contest, to his side will be adjudged tl
disputed tract of country. Is that fair,
says he, "or is It not?"

"it's fair an' agrei'ahle," says the klr
of Tirbane, saye he, 'as a May day, at
I call It a bargain."
Then both of them went an' glvo oi

to their own people tho terms of tho
agreement, an they called upon the
people to produce for them tho thri
best men among them In these thrc
different lines of art. An' without an
more delay, about the task the two klnj
doms set themselves. An' they llrst ai
foremost produced the two wisest me
known within their boundaries, an' the
woro set og'in one another In tho com
of the king of Tirkane to prove which c
them was the wisest. An' when -the llr.«
of them spokn an' told his wisdom, h
dunifounded the people with astonlsi
ment, an' they said that anything undc
tho sun to come up to him was surul
Impossible. Hut when the next ma
spoke, showln' his wisdom, they wer
dumfounded doubly as bad, on' thoy sal
ho surely hate all ever was soon or hear
tell of. Hut behold you, when tho (1rs
man spoko again, the other, they sal»
-was nowhero. But then tho other, wlie
he comes on a second time, banged th
first all to smithereens! The klriBs then
selves had to admit that thero was not!
lng wiser on tho face of the earth tha
the two of them, but that it would tak
a wiser man than themselves to toll whic
was tho wisest, an' as It was lmposslbl
to And such, then that contest would hav
to ho declared a draw, which It was.
"When the Judges had rested an' r<

covered from the battle of tho two wls
men, then tho stupidest mon of bot
the kingdoms was fotched In an' s(
ag'ln tho other to prove which was th
stupidest. When the first man told ho*
stupid he was, he showed himself so es

traordlnary stupid that tho Judges wante
to riso an' not wasto any further timo o

that contest.
But tha king said: "No, no: wo mus

oven for form's sake, glvo tha o the
man n, hearln' anyhow."
So for form's sako they consented t

sit down again an' let tho othor ma
be called. An' by my boots, when th
othor man mado his appoaranco, an' toi.
how stupid ho was, the Juclg-.n thero ai:
then wanted to glvo him tho prlzo with
out any further consideration, for the;
said that tho other man was a Klnt
Solomon, compared to him.
For four an1 twenty hours tho contes

went on, each of the two _if them over;
time shawin' himself ton times atuplde
than tho other fellow, till tho poor Judge
got befogged again, on' wo» able to giv
no decision atwoen them.
An' that case, too, liad to be loft a

it was.
That was two oí tho three contest

over, an' tho case hadn't advanced anj
so tho wholo tldng now turned upo
the third.
Tho king of Tirkane ho got a m»

that for fair downright laziness couldn'
bo beat, un" ho was ready to stako hi
lifo upon It. But, on tho othor ham
tho king of Tirbano got a man whos
name an' fame had traveled far an' wide
known on' noted as beln' tho laziest ran:
that ever cumbered the earth. An' s
both sides wore certain of vlotory. Who
tho day como, an' tha kings an' thel
courts assembled, an' the Judges sat, th
two lazy champions wore carried In o:
carts, an' thrown down on tho carpo
hi the court, each to provo his lazlnest
Well, tho kings an' tholr courts an

tho Judges had seen an' known of laz;
men In .tholr day, but anything to com
pare with tho king of Tlrkano's mat
for lazlnoss thoy had nevor dreamt of
lot alono seen or known. An' then, whet
It como to the other man's turn to shov
up Ids laziness, tho sorra caso they couli
get him to show or provo, an' nothlnt
uould thoy got out of him but gruntt
An' tho king of Tirbano was so agiira
vated on" maddened to boo tho otho
king's man proparod to talk for th
length of a day an' a night to prove hi
caso, whllo his own fellow would give ou
nothing but grunts that ho Jumpod ur
without moro ndo, sayln' that ho glvo In
on' Kivo up tho contest an' tho »llsputei
country to the king of Tlrkano; that th
follow ho had fetched thero, bellerln, hin
to bo the lozlost man, was only a fool
an' ho himself was a blggor fool to fotel
htm« an' ho e».Id, moreover, that he wat
such a worthless follow that bo wouli
nover havo hhu brought back into hh
kliiBilom again,
"Then,1- says tho king of Tirkane, eayi

ho. "what ao you golnr to do with him'
I'll not take tha support of such a good,
for-nothlng follow on my klmsdom."
"Then it you dou't." says the king 01

Tirbano, says ho. "the best thing to di
Is to take him off an' bury him."
An' tho king of Tirkane consented that

this was th» best an' the wisest thliur,
whllo tho follow himself »till lay.on thon
on the lloor, nover a., much as l.lliikln'
"Oat him on a oart there," say« the

king of '£irbano to four of his follows,
"an1 thi'lnnlo him off to thó handiest
graveyard, an' stick him in."
Tlio four of thorn got 'round the fol¬

low» aiV lifted htm like a log, an' oarrle'

him out an' threw him In the bod of
tho cart, an' hurried off for the gravo-
yard.
But tho king of Tlrkn.no, who was a

¦daccht fellow, said that there was no
ouo ever left his court for tho grave¬
yard that he didn't attend tho funeral.
íi\¡ would do this fellow the honor of
attcndln' his, too, worthless divil though
he was. An' himself an' a groat part
of his court stepped out after the cart.
Now, comln' near tho graveyard, they

were passln' a farmer's house, an' the
farmer hearln' tho rumble of the cart
an' tho tramp of tho funeral, come out
to seo who was goln' to bo burled. An'
when ho «aw that tho corp was a llvln'
one, he saye: "Ain't It a pity an' for
why are you goln' to bury a live man?"
"Well," thoy said to him, "he's good

for neither king nor country. He's a
worthless dlvli who.hasn't enough In him
to support himself. His own king'refuses
to support him, an' our king couldn't
afford It. We're sorry, but there's noth-
ing else for It but to bury the fellow."
Sow tho farmer went an' he stopped

> the cart, an' when ho had a look at the
ohap lyln' In tho bed of It, ho saya:
"Upon mv word but It would bo a poor

t thing, too, to put him Into the grave.
) If there's no objection," says he to the

king of Tirkane, an' if you like to stop
tho funeral here, an" carry him Into my

; house," says he, "I'll give him his sup-
port. I feed a great many hands," says
ho, an' there's a great roughness of meat

t about my house, an' the Bupnort of on«
man more or less will neither bo here nor

. there."
"That's very kind an' charltablo of

' you." Fays tho king of Tirkane, says he.
"There'll he no objections lit the wldo
worl' to your doln' so. Do youi hear,"
says the king of Tirkane to the fellow
In tho cart, glvln' him a prod; "What
have you got to say to that?"
Tho fellow In tho cart never moved

a musole nor blinked an eyo. but saysho: "Ax him." says ho. "what will ha
give me to alt."

"I'll glxo you," says tho farmer, says
he, steppln' forrld to tho cart, "I'll give
you your till of mutton an' .beof, rasher3
an' eggs, tay, bread an' butter an' pota-
toes, an' feed It to you four times a day,
as well as in tho middle of the night, too,1 If you feol an appetite for it."

'. "A. generous offer, by my troth," says
the king.

1 "Ax him," says tho man In tho cart,
1 says he, "will tho potatoes he gives ma

bo peeled."
"Oh." says tho farmer, says he, stop-

1 pin' forrld again, "we always servo tho
> potatoes in their Jackets. You'll peel
i them yourself."
> "Then If you please," says tho fellow
3 In tho cart, says.ho, still never movin' or

never bllnkln', "If you please." says he,
"stan" aside an' let tho funeral push on.

1 I "Stop the cart! Stop the cart!" shouts
} out the kin* of Tlrkano, gaspln' an' wake»
t with the wondorment., "Be off baok,"
J says he to ono of his courtiers, "with all
' tho speed of your heels, an' overtake tha

king of Tlrbane, where ho Is on his way
l hume, an' toll him to como back, for that
i tho disputed country Is his, an' it Is right

well ho deserves It. A3 for you," says
, ho then, gettln' up an' goln' over to tha
r fellow in tho' cart, "as for you," says he,

"I'll liave you taken back to my own
) castle, an' kept there na long as you ltva
i an' fed of tho best that myself an' tha
i people of my kingdom can afford, an'
1 as muoh as a -potato you'll never have to.

pool," says he. "Turn the cart," saye lie
to tho driver.
Alsy." says the chap In the cart, says

; he. "Will you please tell mo first how
far back is our castle?

; "Well, It Is as good as two mile," says
. tho king, says he.

"An" bow far Is tho gra«veyard?" say»
1 tho lad In tho cart.
i '-.Loss nor a mllo," says tho king.

"Then." says tho fellow in tha cart,
j "ono mllo of this Joltin' Is a dall alsier

than two. Drive on to tho graveyard."
3 The king of Tlrkan«s, whon he got hi*

toreath with him. after this, run an' got
! himself aforo tho liorso an' cart, an' com¬

manded tho drJvor on his peril to go no
, further. "For," says ho, "It would be
t a dlsgraco to myself an' my kingdom fop

all time, to bury such a Jaynlus as this.
But If it Is too much trotrble to him to

t bo taken back two mile, his wishes are
surely entitled to all respect. If ha does

: not want to go to tho castle," says tha
. king, "he's riohly desarvln' that tho
. castle should oomo to him."
; An' thero an' men ho called upon his
, carponters and his sail-makers to build
, a tent 'round him In the cart whore he
; lay; an' next day ho started all the

masons In tho ¡and nu' all tho carpenters
; to build a castle, the bate or like of which
, wouldn't be found lu Ireland again, 'round

this jaynlus. An' In that costlo, the bate
"

or like of which wasn't In Ireland again,1 with a window fornlst every day of tha
year, the lazy Jaynlus. surrounded by

! all the oomfots that the known world
! oould afford, lived till he, died.whloh waa
; a. Ion, an' lone time after.honored, re»
r spocted an' famlous throughout that
' country an' the whole civilized worl*.

An' when ho died ho was hurled with all
r tho honor of a king. An' It's him waa
J richly deearvln' of that same.
I An' thero on tho hip of Augher hill you1 can see tha romains of his castle to thia

day.

; Lato Bulb Planting.
; Not long age an experienced gordner at&toA1 It, thaso columns that lia often broke the Ice
J to sat hi« bulbs, with good results In the
I sprluir while In to-day« «xchanso a', corre.
¡ rtfii-iuir. talla of lier success with plantinghyacinth bulbs In January.
i T.va should t>a good news to tha amateur who

liii.i only rt-icuíly become aroused to the possl-bllltleo In bulb culture: It hoids »at « hup»
that It In not yet too late to have a. display of
tha lovely spring favorite* such a* nona oí u»
can afford to tills* from our yarda.
An tbla winter liae b«en a season of mrirksd

clemency, H U an admirât,la time to moke
experlmwita In lata bulb plaiiUtur. ¡Alt. bulbe
themselves are so cheap, that overt if failure
results no great harm Is dono, and the amateu»
will at least havo tho eatlsiaotton of "'laudable
effort" to temper hie envy of his neighbor'»
early spring display of snowdrops, croco», tu«
lips, hyacinths and narcissi.
So much has already been said of soli* fer¬

tilizer« and prcteotloa for fiJl-planted oulba
that no further lafonuatlou along Utoee Uum IsV«

\ QKeasAiy*


